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The SEASON..We tender io our readers,
one aud all, the complimunts of the season,

and wish them all health and happiness.
A colored delegation, composed ol George

T. Downing, Frederick Douglass, N. W. Cu-

ney, F. U. liarbadoes, D. A. Stryker and Win.
J. Wilson, had an interview yesterday by ap¬

pointment with lie present alive A. 11. Stephens,
of Georgia, who received the delegation in the
most friendly mauner. The delegation report
that in the coume of the conversation Mr. Ste¬

phens freely admitted thai colored men as citi-
zeus w«;re entitlod to full protection in their
civil rights without, any invidious proscription,
but that it was the duty of the respective
States, and not that of the Federal Govern¬
ment, to act in order to secure them. He
stated that he was preparing a speech, to be
delivered in the House of Representatives, on

the Civil Rights bill, and in this his views were

fully expressed.
It is said at the Navy Department that the

Virginru9 will be taken to New York instead
of Norfolk, as at first contemplated, and it is
the intention of the Government to libel her at

once io the United States District Court lor
violation oi the Uuited States law relating to

the registering and recording of vessels. Un¬
less the owners of the Virginius can show that
their proceedings were regular aud legal the
vessel will be condemned and sold at public
auction, and neither her owners uor the Span
ish authorities will have any further claim up¬
on her. As soon as the State Department can

produce the necessary evidence our Govero-
injent will press its demand against Spain for
indemnity in behalf of the families of the exe¬

cuted persons. No further diplomatic compli
. cations are apprehended.

The Postmaster General has made arrange¬
ments for a fourth regular mail from New York
to Europe each week.the new or additional
mail-diy being Tuesday. Mr. Creswell has
determined nor to make new contracts after the
expiration, on the 31st instant, of those now io
existence, but he will give the ocean mails to

vessels which make the quickest irips across

the Atlantic. The speed of steamers is to be
ascertained from their logs each month. Mails
will be given to steamers of the new American
line from Philadelphia as often as vessels on

that line catj sail.

Io connection with thequestiou raised in the
Senate Military Committee concerning the con¬

firmation of Col. Crook to the rank ol' Brigadier
General, it is helgl by those opposing the con¬

firmation on the theory that there is no vacan¬

cy, that the failure of Paymaster General Al-
, vord to be confirmed as Brigadier General is

proof that the law of 1S70 should be construed
strictly. It is, however, stated by Geo. Co-
buro, Chairman*of the House Military Com¬
mittee, that such was not the construction of
law when Alvord's case was considered.

It is aunounced tbat the price of coal next

year has already beeD determined on, and that
the market will open ten cents a tou lower than
it opened last Spring. This deduction is not

considerable, and will not affect the retail trade.
Meantime, the companies are negotiating with
their laborers and miners as to the rate ot

wages to be given ne^t year, and are proposing
a general reduction ot ten per cent. It remains
to be seen whether the combination which con¬

trolled prices so completely this year will be
able tp do so with equal success another year.

The Baltimore American says : "General
Sickles' resignation as Minister to Spain occa¬

sions no regret. The New York Times says
that he did his best to involve his country in a

war with Spain, and that the recent negotia¬
tions were carried on without reference to him
in any way."his own bad judgment and worse

teuip'cr having rendered it impossible lor the
Spanish Minister to hold any intercourse with
him at a very early day."*
The Presideut has it is said, declared his de¬

termination not to withdraw the nomination of
Attorney General Williams as Chief Justice of
the Supreme Court.

The President returned to Washington yes¬
terday on the Western train. He was accom¬

panied by his sou, Col. Fred. Grant, and by
(Jim. Babeock.

Dr. Bodisco Williams died yesterday at his
mother's residence in Georgetown, D. C., of
pneumonia.

There is a bitter tight goiug ou between the
Baltimore and Ohio and the Pennsylvania rail¬
roads.
A Washington Stoek Exchange was opened

at noon yesterday.
Dr. Wm. C. Mayo, of Richmond, died in

tbat city yesterday.

Sad Death..Quite a number of young la¬
dies from Augusta and Rockingham counties
have been iu at tendance ou a large boardingschool in Fauquier, near the Manassas GapRailroad. They took the cars on the morning
of the 17th inst., to spend the holidays with
their friends. Of the number was Miss Mat tie
J., ouly daughter of Mrs. Mary Jane McCue,
of this couuty, who met the stage at Mrs. Par-
kius', her sister, on that eveniug, to greet her
daughter and take her home. Who can imagiue
her anguish at finding her delirious with a rag¬
ing fever and all the symptoms of pueumonia,
induced, as it is now believed, by a change of
dees* ou the evening before, in attendance on a
little party given the girls, perhaps by their
teachers. After the most careful attention of
physicians and anxious friends, death ensued
ou the morning of the 19th inst. Mrs. McCue
has the earnest sympathy of a large circle of
relatives and friends.. Staunton Spectator.

A DlirislaiHN Homily.
| From the Fredericksburg News.]

No more appropriate and beautilul tribute
to "the Day we Celebrate" could be rendered
than the following, which we find laid aside
from a valued exchange lor use and reprodne
tion on this, our \ ule-tide of And so

we give place this once to our eloquent con*

temporary, who says : I it all Christian lauds
with the ringing of hells, and psalm, and pray¬
er, and pageant, and ceremonial, the anniver¬
sary of ibe birth of our Saviour will be cele¬
brated. lu this, at least, all formsof Christian
belief are in accord. The sublime simplicity of
the grand old hyuin :

"When shepherds watched their flocks by
night,

All seated on the ground,
The Angels of the Lord cauie down,
And glory shone around,"

still touches all our hearts, and we are carried,
in imagination back, as ou a beam ol light,
through nearly uiueteeu dead ceuturies, to the
Syrian plain, and the Star that shone so won-

drously over Bethlehem, and the Christ Child
iu his lowly manger. We see, as it were in a

vision, the adoration ol the Magi; we suiell
strange odors of Myrrh and Frankincense, and
we hear as by an inner sense, Augclie. voices in
the sky, chanting their gracious words of praise
and promise :

"Glory to God in the Highest. On earth
Peace. Good will toward men !"
How these dad tidiugs passed, from lip to

lip, we know.slowly at lirst, but sinking
deeply into tl^e hearts ol the humble; tilling
them with the consciousness of a Spiritual
Presence, and clothing rlo'tn with new thoughts
and nobler aspirations. How, in the fulness
of time, our Lord made himaoll known to the
people, and taught them, by parables and ex¬

ample, what it was meet they should leurn and
do; how He wrought miracles, by virtue ol the
Divinity that was in Him; was traduced, and
tempted, and persecuted, and sulk-red death
upon the Cross.who is there, among all the
Christian peoples thai have lived and died,who
has not laid to heart, the sad and sweet, and
solemu, yet comforting story ?

For ueurly nineteen hundred years the day
ol his Nativity has been kept. At first, it was

celebrated only by little scattered bands of
Christian converts, in secret, and in the very
Valley of the Shadow of Death. But, openly,
.and joyously and with stately rites and cere¬

monies, as the Centuries rolled on, and Chris¬
tianity rose to reverence on the ruins of the
old Pagan creeds. The refined Greeks, and
the hardy Romans.the Intellect, and the
Power of the ancient world.were dying out.

The Oracles were dumb. Augurs and Sooth¬
sayers ceased their divinations, and the statues
of the Marble Gods fell from their pedestals
before the Christian Cross, and the Shepherd s

Crook.
Earnest and enthusiastic missionaries went,

forth iuto all known lands, aud into the isles
"Close girdled by the inviolate sea,"

and taught the new faith to ignorant Kings
and to Chieftains, whose pastime was the
chase and the engrossing business of whose
lives was to circumvent aud slaughter each
other. Wonderfully persuasive must have been
the eloquence ol these holy and self-denying
lucu.lor there was no pride in the chuich of
those days.to have wrought the changes they
did, by means apparently so inadequate.
Simple in their garb; abstemious in their
mode of living; their only weapon the
Cross they bore : their only argument the won¬

derful story it symbolized, they wandered from
country to country conquering prejudices, tear¬

ing up traditions by the roots, subduing the
rudest hearts to peuiteucc and better lives, and
illuminating the blood-stained stones of heatheu
Altars with the tires of a newer, aud a purer,
aud a nobler faith.
And so it came to pass, with each recurring

year, that the auniversary of our Saviour h

birth became, by general accord, a season of
High Festival. The Church, as it grew in

power and influence made the occasion memor¬

able by the grandeur of its worship, and the
splendor of its pageants. Castle and Hall;
Grange and Cottage; Town aud Village; I horpe
and Hamlet, vied with each other iu hospitali¬
ty and joyousness. And bells were rung, aud
Carols sung, aud Baron and Serf, and Veoman
and Hind, were drawn closer together by the
sweet influenced ol the day, and the charities
that blessed and consecrated it.
We, too keep up the ancient and beautiful

custom; but under different conditions of life
and in a different spirit. Yet, even to us.
aiuid the jarring ofcreeds, and the loss ol much
of that childlike faith and simple unquestioning
reverence that disappears with larger^ know¬
ledge and the growth of skepticism and infideli¬
ty.the day brings its joys and its remem¬

brances; its interchanges of gifts, and.let us

hope.that free handed liberality to the poor
and needy, which is enjoined, not. only by the
faith we profess, but also by our uatural in¬
stincts and sympathies, and which, whilst it
gives a richer flavor to the food we share, and
a rarer bouquet to the wine we dispense, is the
best evidence of our thankfulness to Him who
holds rich and poor alike iu the hollow ol his
hand. And so.a merry Christmas to all; and
"us Tiny Tim" observed, "God bless Us, Kvery
One."

FOllEIUM NEWS.

The scarlet fever, iu an unusually malignant,
form, prevails in some parts ui England. There
Lave been forty-lour deaths from this disfia.se
in Liverpool within a few days.
A special (rum Merlin to the London Times

says that iu consequence of alarming rumors in
regard to the health of the Emperor NViiliam,
an anxious crowd tilled the square opposite the
palace. The people were assurred Irum the
balcony that the Emperor was compartively
well, though confined to his room, but they re¬

fund so disperse. The Standard reports rumors
weie persisteuily circulated yesterday of the
Emperor's death. Tin y are undoubtedly false,
but it is ccrtaiu that His Majesty is very ill.
The Daily News reports that the hostile

tone of recent pastorals issued by French bish¬
ops have caused the German Government to
renew its eomplaiuts to France.

Chevalier Nigra, the Italian Minister, had
an interview with President MaeMahon yester¬
day and proposed the resumption of cordial re¬
lations betweeu France and Italy.
The Freneh Peace Society gave a banquet

in honor of its secretary, M. Richard, whu has
just returned from a mission to Italy. A num¬
ber of Americans and Englishmen were among
the invited guests, and toasts to the United
States aud Great Britain were given.
The proposed grant of money to the ex-Etn-

press Eugenie is strongly opposed iu France.
The report of Bazuine's flight is unfounded.

It is now stated that the ex-marshal is to leave
Paris to-night tor Saiute Marguerite, his place
of imprisonment. .

Setu Adams was an eccentric citizen of New¬
ton, Massachusetts. He accumulated wealth
to the amount of nearly two million dollars,
and has bequeathed it, with insignificant ex¬

ceptions, all to charitable purposes. But, the
queerest thiug in his will is the recognition o!
nervousness as a disease, aud the founding of
the "Adams Nervine Asylum." To this the
greater portion of his estate is given. The in¬
stitution is for "the benefit of such indigeut,
debilitated, nervous people, citizens of Massa¬
chusetts," as may need its care. The principal
curative agency shall bo the "movement cure,"
hot and cold baths, pure air, gymnastics and
genial associations. Of course there are rumors
that the relatives will coutest the will on the
ground of mental incompetency.
Judge llager, of San Francisco, anti railroad

candidate, was yesterday, at Sacramento, elect¬
ed U. S. Senator from California, fur the short
term, on the second ballot.

JN Hi \VS OF THK I >A V.

" To *how (fit wry age body oj the P/mrn.

Iu the Circuit Court of Baltimore city, yes¬
terday, Judge Pinkney decided that a bequest
"to the Episcopal Bishop ol Western Mary¬
land, in trust to he used for the erection ol a

mission church in the city of Baltimore, was

void <>n the ground ol uncertainty. J he late
Rev. George Morrison, alter making a number
of bequests in his will, declares: "The balance
T devise to be left to the Bishop of V\ estern
Maryland, in trust to be used lor the erection
uf a mission church iu the city ol Baltimore.
Bi.-hop Whitiingham sued the executor ol
Morrison to recover the bequest, and the court

says there cannot be a trust without cestui que
trust, and if it cannot bo ascertained who the
cestui que trust i-', it is the >aiue as il there
were none, and the bequest is void Iivui uncei-

taiuty.
A thrilling scene occurred at Mis. Livcr-

more's lecture at Springfirld, Vt., a few nights
since. The lady had been dilating eloquently
upon the bail effects of light lacing, when a

young woman in the gallery, with great diffi¬
culty and much perseverauce, burst her corset
strings, and drawing them forth, knotted them
together and tossed them to some gentlemen
near by, with the obseivatinn: "Mere, boys,
you cau have (his to i«luy eat s-eradle with.

Advices from Tucson, Arizona, state that a

terrible tragedy occurred on the loth of De¬
cember at Lincoln, New Mexico. Constable
Martin, with a posse, attempted to arrest David
Warucr, M. IT. Karl and J. S. Glynn, when
Warner killed Martin. Hie sheriff s p«>sse tlieu
killed W arner, and the other two named were
found dead, riddled with bullets.

Gen. A B. Dyer, the commandant of the
Washington arsenal, is lying dangerously ill at
his residence, and no hopes are euiertained ol
his recovery.

Coiiiiiicuct'iiienl
((Correspondence of the Alexandria Gazette |
BhACKsiuiKu, Va., Dec. I(J, 1873..The

inlertuediale celebration of the "Sophosonian"
Literary Society of the Agricultural ami Me¬
chanical College took place in the M Jv Church,
in ibis plane, last night. The Christiausburg
brass band was in attendance, and their tine
music added very much to the occasiou. The
congregation was large and enthusiastic.
The services were opened with prayer by

Rev. W. R Wilhelm, of the Presbyterian
Church, after which Mr. R. G. Gilium, ol
Augusta, delivered an oration on the "Evils of
Intemperance." Mr. Gilluin is a graceful speak¬
er,and he acquitted hiuieulf in a manner wurthy
of an older head. His Micee'ss in life is assured.

Mr. R. B. Minor, of Hanover, followed in
an address on the "Advantages of Debating
Societies." His paper was thoroughly pre¬
pared, and there is no doubt of the analytical
cast of his mind.
The delivery of these orations made a fine

impression on the minds of all who were present,
but the most interesting and exciting part of
the evening's entertainuient consisted in the
dis.!iissson of the following question: "Which
exerts the greater influence over man, the love
ol woman or money V ' Affirmative, J. B. Bo-
cock and Robert Snavely, the former of Lynch¬
burg, and the latter of Wythe. The negative
was represented by Wm. B. Tinsley, of Appo¬
mattox,aud KieliardDear,of Fairfax. Mr. Bicoek
led off iua speech ofgreat force,sound argument,
and a large amount of genuine humor. Mr.
Tinsley followed on the negative in an address
of great power, much wit, and conclusive logic.
Tinsley will do. Mr. Suavely came to the res¬

cue of the affirmative in a manner which showed
that lie had studied the subject carefully, and
with a deteriniuatiou to win. His effort was a
tine one. Mr. Dear closed the discussion in a

way that led all present to conclude that he
possessed a miud of more than ordinary powers.
He did uobly. This discussion made a profound
impression and refl.cted great credit on the
Society, the faculty, and the young men them¬
selves.
The farewell words of Messrs. Tinsley and

Dear, (as they do not intend to return) thrilled
every heart, and all united in the desire that a

kind 1'iovidencc would ever guide and keep
them.

Mr. C. W. Bocoek, of Lynchburg, acted as
J'resident of the Society, aud, from his well
known ability, it is unnecessary to say that he
perfoimed his duties well.
When we consider the short time this College

has been in existence, and the liiniied means

at her command, we do not go beyond the truth
when we say thai the day is pot far in the fu¬
ture, when she will compare favorably with the
best in the land. May it succeed, is the sincere
wish of

Oyster War..All is noi "quiet on the IV
touiae," if we way believe the Philadelphia
Ledger, which reports two naval encounters,
each resulting, happily, in the loss ol nothing
but success. The "Maryland Oyster Police
sloop Bessie Woolford" recently sighted the
schooner Kate Cassidy, eugaged in the crime
of dredging for oysters in St. Mary's river.
Pursuit, resulting in an exciting chase of eight
anles, enabled the police to overtake the guilty
vessel, and she was boarded by the Maryland
authorities. The Police Captain reports that
her name was concealed and her number hid¬
den, but. this seems to have been all the con¬
cealment attempted, for he goes on to say that
"the Captain aud crew often, presenting guns,
knives and opprobrious epithets," the police
were "compelled to quit her." This disaster
to the Maryland marine is, however, counter¬
balanced by a somewhat aimilat defeat fur Vir¬
ginia. The '*Virginia Oyster Police steamer
Tredegar," has been for some time warning
the Maryland dredgers from carrying on their
piratical operations in Pocouioke Sound. The
filibuster schooner Cuba, from Crisfield, never¬

theless, carried a hostile expedition there last
week, when the Virginian man-of-war hove in
sight. The chase was exciting, exhibiting some
extraordinary feats of navigation, but the
schooner out-manoeuvred aud out-sailed the
.steamer. The Virginian commander theo re¬

sorted to the extreme measures necessary in
such an emergency, and calling "all hands,"
he tired the steamer's gun in such a manner
that it would endanger no oue excepting his
own ship's company, and then desisted from
the chase. Our readers, when enjoying their
bivalves, possibly may not be aware of the war¬

fare that is wagiug on their account along the
shores of the Chesapeake.. Bait. Am.

Barnum is on his way over the Ailautic
with the great Indian box trick, and thus
writes to a friend in Now York : "My Dear Mor¬
ris: In reply to your letter, asking my opiuioo
of Dr. Lynn's entertainment, I unhesitatingly
declare that I consider it marvelous aud inter¬
esting in the highest degree. Some of his illu¬
sions are po.-ituely astounding and incoutpre-
hon>ible. The secret of the Indian box trick,
for which I have paid Dr. Lynn £"jOO, will, in
my estimation, create a great sensation in
America. Yours, truly, P. T. Barnum."

MARRIED.
December 1^73, in Washington, D. Li, by

Rev Stephen Uall. ROBERT A. TAYLOR, of
Fairfax county, Va., and Miss MARY H.
TAYLOR, of Culpopor county.

I3IKIJ.
In this place, on Monday evening, [)eoeruber

22d, MARY ESTELLE, youngest child of
Frederick and Mary E. Baker, aged-two years
aud one month.

2000 i BiuCK WHEAT 1?L,0Uit
^ r-a e 'thomas perry,

doc 24 17 King street.

m i coumii .

A retular meeting of tin; City Council was

held last n'glit.
HOARD (>P AI.DF.RMKN.

It was not until 7:55 that the Hard was call¬
ed to order by the President, there then being
present hut a bare quorum, viz: Messrs. Jau-
ney. Latham, French Johnson and .Moore.

Alter the reading of the minutes ol the last
meeting and ihe call of committees for reppn*.
A bill for repairs to the Alius House amount¬

ing to 57, iuiiluiiiug purchase ul' stoves,.
&e , wax presented by Mr. Moore an.d ordered
to be paid. Mr. M. said thai it hail been
stated that these repairs would cost upwards of
$ 1.2(H). but that the Committee on Pub'ie
Property had hail^all that was necessary done
fbr-the ainoout specified?" --i 11 5. . *

Dr. Johnson having introduced i resolution
providing that the wood purchased hy the Cor
poration lor the po »r should be distributed by
the Overseers of the Poor, instead id' hy the'
Mayor,
Mr. Latham said he should oppose the pas¬

sage ol the resolution upon principle. He had
full confidence in tint Overseers of the l'.>or,but
was not in favor of taking from the M iyor the
distribution of the wood. His opportunities
were so much greater than those of tin; Over
seers for knowing to whom the distribution
should be made, and he should, or ought to

have constant supervision in all parts ol the
city, and consequently a better knowledge ol
the relative population of the Wards, aud the
proportion of poor in each, lie knew there
had been complaints of partiality agaiust the
present incumbent, and if necessary, he should
have his acts investigated, but as liir us llm dis¬
tribution of the wood was concerned he wa«

perfectly willing that the Mayor should have
the distribution, especially with our present
population.

Dr. Johnson said that if the Mayor rightly
understood his position, he would refer the
uiatter to the Overseers, who, in his opinion,
were more nearly connected with the people ol
the Wards. iSo unequal had been tlie distribu¬
tion heretofore that the Overseers had com¬

plained and requested that the wood should be
su'-ject to their orders, lie had presented the
resolution at. the request, of Mr.-Moore, and
was decidedly in favor of it.

Mr. Moore thought the Overseers the prop
er ones to distribute the wood, as the M iy
or had not the time and could not be as Well
acquainted with the wants of the poor in the
different Wards.

Mr. Latham said he knew more' :»}».mt flic
matter than any one else. While May »r he
had always acted in harmony with the Over
seers of the Poor, and had frequently refused
orders from them, always, however, with their
approval. If the*Mayor did his duty he would
know to whom the wood was ^iveu, and in
what quantities. Himself had been charged,
while in office, of injustice, but he had always
triumphantly refuted the charges,"as he had
done all others ever brought agaiust him. While
Mayor he had in the matter of wood for the
poor, in four years, »aved two year's salary, and
in lv^titj- 7 he had obtained Irom the govern¬

ment one hundred cords ol wood, without cost¬
ing the city one cent, something that, without
egotism, he did not believe anyone el.-e could
have done.
The question being taken upon (he adoption

of the resolution it was lost for want of the
requisite majority, Mr. Lit ham voting no.

A resolution from the Common Council
sanctioning the guttering of a portion of Co
lumbus street near WoHU was opposed by Dr.
Johnson on the ground that the whole street
would have to be graded soon, ami that it would
therefore be a useless expenditure, and upon
motion of Mr Latham the action of the Com¬
mon Council was uon concurred in, ami the
resolution referred to the Committee on Streets.
A resolution passed by the Common Council

in reference to delinquent, property, instructing
the Collectors to sell for taxes due, was opposed
by Dr. Johnson npou the ground uf'exiraordimi
ry hard times, and that the Collectors should
first distrain.

_ :j
'

.

Dr. French favored the resolution because
bethought that if all were forced to pay the
city would realize eighty or one hundred thous¬
and dollars, aud the taxes could be reduced at
least twenty per et., and the city would get
along, financially, much better.

Mr. Latham favored the resolution because
it was but carrying out a law, and while it Would
probably fall heavily upon himself, yet, as it
was law, aud had been placed in the new char¬
ter contrary lo his wishes, he was for carrying
it out.

Dr. Johnson again expressed his opposition
on acoouut ol the times, aud would wail until
Spring and the revival of business be I'dre txc-

cuiing the law in thin respect. lie was lor giv-
iug notice to delinquents, but at. tlm same time
grantine them some indulgence, in consequence
nf the financial crisis.
The question on concurring in t ho action of I

tbc Common Couucil, in passing the resolution,
was theo taken and it. was lost for want of the re¬

quisite majority. Dr. Johnson voting no.

Mr. Moore said he did not see t he use of
considering any further business as it seewed
nothing could pass, but,
A resolution from the Common Council in¬

structing the delegates in the legislature fnon
this city and county to vote for a Mil requiring
the payment of the capitation tax as a prere¬
quisite to votiug in the municipal elections, was

read, and the Vote beinjrtukeu upon its passage
it was defeated .Mr. Latham voting no.

Bills against Dr. Johnson for a well on north
Pitt street, referred by the Common Council
coming up,

Mr. Latham asked if the work had been or

dered by Council.
Dr. Johnson explained that the people in

the neighborhood had beeu deprived of a

Spring by its being filled up, and had called his
attention 10 their want of water; that he had
called the attention of the Committee on Si reels
to the matter, but ihey had paid no attention Lo

it, when he had had the work done himself and
paid tor it, wirh the exception of $s donated
by some of the residents in the vicinity. It was

necessary that the people there should have
water; lhat be had had the work done cheap,
aud it uow only remained to he .seen whet her he
was to be reimbursed for his outlay.
The bills were referred.
Dr. Johnsou presented a petition of the bar¬

bers asking the passage of a law requiring the
closiug of barber shops on Sundays, which, on

motion of Mr. Latham, was referred to the
Committee on General Laws, with instruction*
to report a bill in accordance with the prayer of
the petitioners; aud then, at S:o">, the Botrd
adjourned.

COMMON COUNCIL.

There was a very sparce attendance outsidi
of the bar, and but ten members within the bar
at the opening of the Common Council last
ni>rht.
In introducing a resolution in favor of a

change in the charter so as to require the pay¬
ment. of the city captation tax before voting
at city elections, Mr. IVIcKenzie said that ihe
bills of the collectors of taxes had been before
the committee, and there were many unpaid
head tax bills (50 cts. each) and the commit¬
tee thought that some method should be adopt¬
ed to secure the payment of such taxes. The
children of persons not paying the State taxes

were not allowed to attend the public schools.
The city paid$GGO per month for these schools,
a heavy tax, and some inci hod should be
adopted to euforce its payment.
The resolution was unanimously' agreed to.
Some bills for digging a well on north Pi11

street, having been presented. ' ¦

Mr. llock, who handed them to the chair,
said that Mr. Lueas had handed them to him.
The bills were contracted in digging a well to

supply water to the people of upjrer:Pift street
whose sources of water supply had bceu^Iled
UP-

Mr. McKenzie

supply
; :

. I
moved to refer to the Com-

mittrt* 0!i Claims. S -me one must examine
the bills.

Mr. Ki^hiell.Would it nut be well lo have
it done by contract. [Laughter.]

iVJ.r. Eichberg asked whether the work had
been authorized l»y Council.
The President.There i- no liill here against

the Council, tin: bills are ugaiusl Dr John¬
son.

.Mr. Fowle- I move lo return the bills to
Mr. Keck.

Mr. Uoek .said thai tin; bills had been con¬
tracted by Dr. Johnson. He says when he'dng
that well i he corporation had no money to .spare
ami he advanced ihe money.

Mr. 10vans said that well was the waiter
which I lie people in that neighhocltood liad
usi'd;lor a great many years, but1 it w«»nld have
l»fecii'c»vered up in giading Pitt street but Dr.
Johnson to save the Water lor Ihe people, had
a wall made, aioud the spring, so that the peo¬
ple could still go down and gel the water.

"Superintendent of Police, Clifford (by re-

rpiest) siid that he had nothing to do with it
in the world. The well was above the spring,
but the spring was'-overed in before the well
was Mink.

Mr. Hughes said that when the Committee
on Streets had refused to pay for this well,
Dr. Johnson, wbo had ordered it, said he
would pay lor it out of hi.- own pocket, but
afterwards lie understood made a collection in
(he neighborhood. How much money he got
the speaker did not know. Now he comes
h»*re asking that Council pay bills that he eon
traded and promised to pay. This kind ol
thing would nol do. If Dr. J. took upon him¬
self to order work done he ought to lake it up¬
on himself to pay for it. lie (Dr. -1 ) had not

long since contraded with a man for dirt for
the city's uveal 10 cts. per load, when, if he
had let the matter alone, the city would have
got. the earth for nothing, lie theu brings in
the bill belore |-,js own committee and reduced
the price to C cts. This gentleman who was
mi loud of commenting upon others, allowed no

one do anything hul himself. "1 suppose lie
thinks he is little King of Siam, or something
cl.-e." Yet he loin more rights than any other
member of Council, lie would like to know
where the supplies lo the small-pox hospital
came from at whose store the purchases were
made, li was time this thing had come to a

head. He moved lo r. ler ihe bills to Dr. .John-
sou.

Mr. Kv his siid that ihe well was bul eitht
oi ten le.et deep. The well was dug to strike
the supply water of the old spring then cover¬
ed up, hut lor il the people there would have
had no water.

Mr. Fowle said the bills were not properly
before the Council. They were Dr. Johnson's
bills, and there was no petition a-kimr pay¬
ment. There should be such a petition.
Mr. McKet.zie agreed that the mode .sug¬

gested by Mr. Fowle would be the best, He
ditl not want to be discourteous, as Dr. Johu-
soti was never di.-cuurteous. lie ihoughtithe
quietest way was to refer the bills. Let us
liave peace.

Mr. Hughes was aware of the courtesy of
Dr. Johnson, lie had recently declared in the
Aldermen that lie (Dr. J.) had had him (Mr.
11..) appointed on I he Committee on Streets,
li so, lie never knew it. He would ask the
Picsideut if it Weie *0.
The Prcsidem said he used his own judg¬

ment in the selection of committees, and Mr.
Hughes was appointed at the solicitation or by
the influence of nobody whatever.

Mr. Hughes.Dr. Johuson says some peo¬
ple lie, but other people come near the truth
and don't hit it exactly.
The bills were referred to the Committee on

Claims.
The other busiuess occasioned no debate,

and the Council adjourned before 'J o'clock.,

Washington Xews.
The Circuii Court yesterday discharged its

jury it it i il Monday next, and there will he uo
courts until Monday next. The executive
departments will ;ill be closed Christmas nod
New Year's Day, and with the exception of a
tew bureaus, will give all thdir employees hall
a Jay holiday all the «>ther days until January.

Twt:uty-oue marriage licenses were issued
yesterday.
The Corcoran Art Gallery will not he opened

to the! public for nue month yet, as Mr. Mc-
Leod, the curator, has found it necessary to

delay the grand opening umil that time.
Cousidctablc com plaint is expressed by the

workmen uuiler the street contract or.-, be¬
cause fhe.y have not been paid for some time.
All of the contractors promised that they would
pay their laborers off before (Jhrisimas, but so
far the maj -rity have been unable to do so,
though the various District, b inds and scrip
which is issued to contractors in now selliug at
good rates. In several cases collisions Have oc¬

curred. About four o'eh ek yesterday a large
number of colored and white workmen assem¬
bled aOuut a contractor's office ou Fifteenth
street, opposite the Treasury Department, aod
demanded their pay in rather violeni language,
bin Mr. Walsh put them off by promising to

pay them in full this evening, and thus pre¬
vented any trouble.

I'rof. J. It. 11. Wiletx is makiug arrange¬
ments lor the holding of two woraens' riirhts
conventions in this city during the winter. The
first, which will be held in January, will be in
the interest of the Boston party. Mrs. Live.r-
uiore will preside. The New York party will
about a mouth later, hold a convention.
The case of J. A. lirotherton vs. the Balti¬

more and Ohio Railroad Company, was re¬

sumed and concluded yesterday. The jury
found a verdict lor the plaintiff, giving him
$f*00 damages against the railroad company.
He claimed £10,000.
The captain of a Maryland schooner, the

lloek of Wicomico, which arrived lu re last
Thursday with a cargo «.»| oysters, has myster¬
iously disappeared, lie was last seen aL the
house of Henrietta Cook, on Thirteenth .street,
late at night. As he had with him some $5oO
some apprehension is felt in regard to him
The New England Society celebrated last

night, at Marini's Hall, the landing of the
1'il^rims ou Plymouth Rock. Speeches were
made by Senator Morrill, Representatives
Willard and Ela, and others, and the occasion
was a most pleasant one to all who participated.

Mr. Evan Hughes, a well know merchant
tailor, died this morning at his residence, on :F
street, near 13th, from the effects of a fall ou
the 13th insi.
A number of the < i -rruan citizens of the Dis

trict met last night aod appointed a committee
to wan upon the police commision«JH aud ask
the reconsideration of the action of the board,
by which a number of applications for licenses
to sell liquor have been refused.
Another dividend will be paid the depositors

of the First National Bank of this city on the
1st ofJanuary next. It. is expected that ii will
be fifteen per cent. Thirty p-r cent has alrea¬
dy been paid.
The gas lamps on K street, extending over a

mile on each side ol the street were lighted
simultaneously last night by electricity. The
result gave much satisfaction, and an efl >rt will
be made to m.ike the system permanent aud
extend it to the entire city.
The commissioner of pttents has raised thun¬

der among his clerks by refusing the "me hon¬
ored Christ ma* gil'c'to cadi clerk itl the office
of a pretty knife or gold pen, on the Irivo'ous
pretext that he has discovered that Christmas
gifts are not provided for in the appropria¬
tions, and hence it would not be honest to t-pend
public money tor such purposes. . Wath. Cur.
of Unit. iStin.

J^OTtCE TO AS UONSUM KKS.

Bills for the quarter ending December 1/Sth,
are now ready tor delivery. All bills paid by
the 1st of J.tnu »ry, 1374 will bo at the rate ot"

per thousand ; <»n all bills pAi,l afier the lirat
ot .January ten iter cent wili be added.
dec 2J-lw 'J- KUX tiUK Y, Sup't!

CITY COUNCIL,
o F F I (J I A J, P11U C K J'] b I X Q g

BOARD OPALDEHMEN.
A.l h regular moiling of tbn Board of Alder-

im n, bolil I Incumber 23, 1S7:5, there were nre¬sent: S. II .1 aiint'.y, omj . President, and MessrsIjritliHiii, Moore, .1 dinton and French
The Commitlee on Claims reported in f,,v ruf

pay ing .John .! Procter S'J. «.= clerk of talot-tio-
which wa- agreed to and thu bill ordered to bepaid.
The Committ-e on the Poor ropnrted irrfavurof paying the bills of J. P. Agriew, $47 ft) - 'fho-

Hoy, $40 40; and Smoot A Perry, $12817, lormaterial furnished Alms Homm,.which wereadopted and the bills ordered to be paid.
The-foliowing resolution.that the wood re-

eently purchased by the Committee on the P,,..r
for tho use of the indigent persons of tho c t\-shall be drstrir-utnil to such persons through theorder.- of the Overseers of the Poorof the respec¬tive wardit WaS lost.

Hills ot J. K Nii-klin, T B. Pinn, §.'
and .J. W. Malls, $:i, as judges and clerks oi'..lection in the 4th ward; also a communication
from .J. 1'. (Jok-man asking lor a leu*e of a lot*;
the Fi-h Wharf; also a communication irum
J ./lies Ferguson for abatement of taxes; al«..
bils 'or well on Pitt street,.were received from
the Common Council and their action concur¬
red ID.
A resolul:on instructing 'he Superintendent

of Police to pave a gutter on Columbus street
near Wolfe; also a resolution iu regard to Soil-
ins property upon which taxes were not paid
by lirst of March next,.were received from the
Common Council and not agreed to.
A communication from sundry barbers pray¬ing for a law to eh se their shops on Sunday wn-

referred lo the Committee on (ieueral Laws with
iumictions to bring in a biil in accordance with
the wishes of the petitioners.
The Board lli.;n adjourned.
Teste: JN U. .1. JA MIESO N, Clerk

COMMON COUNCIL.
At a regular semi-monthly moetine of the

Common Council, hold December JbT^.thoro
were prt sent: < leoree R. Shinn, es(|., President,
and Messrs. R »ck, Eichhorg, Hopkins, Brod. r-

McKenzie, Do wn ham, Kisiieill, I* owle, (Jlag-
gett, Luca.-, Hughes and Kvans.
Mr. McKen/.ie, from the Committee on Fi¬

nance, reported the following resolution which
Was adopted :

K< sidvi d, T IimL our Senators and Delegates in
the General Assembly be requested to use lh<ir
efforts to have the tenth Section of the charter ot
this city so amended as to renuire payment of
tho city capitation tax before being allowed t.«
vote in charter elections.
Mr. McK.enx.ie, from the same committee, re¬

ported the following order, which was passeil:
Ordered, Tliat the Collectors ol Taxes be, and

they are hereby, diroctod to prepare the lists of
tax.es on all property on which the tales are not
pa il by the 1st of March next, and to sol! the
same, commencing on the tlrst Tuesday of April
next, af:er advertising the same according lo
law, and that they be required to so advertise
and sell every year thereafter.
Mr Kvans offered a resolution, which wnr

adopted, directing the Superintendent of Police
to have the gutter upon the oast side of Colum¬
bus street, north of Wolfe, p-tved a distance ol
about twenty live feet, to connect the guiter
across Wolfe street with that fumting the prop¬
erty of Mr. Jcremhdi Hays.
A bill of James W. Na Is, amounting to $'»;

one of J.'K. Nick I in, for $2, ai.d one of T. li
Pinn, for $2, for election services,.were ordered
to be paid.

Mr. Kock presented bills and receipts ol Dr.
J. 14. Johnson for a well on tho west iide of 1'iit
street, between Princess and Oronoko, which
were referred to the Committee on Streets
A bill of Thomas Hoy, amounting to $I'J-10;

one of Smoot & Perry, for $l2tt K ; one of J. V
Aguew, for $17 50, and .-lie of Samuel Dishmaii,
for $7o, for iu.tteri.il and work for the Poors'
House,.were received from tho Board of Al ler-
men and their action in ordering tho same to be
paid was concurred in.
A bill of John J. ProctT, amounting to SI.

for election services, reduced by the Committee
on Claims to $2 was received from the Bo%rd .-t
Aldermen ami th iir aciion in adopting tho Com¬
mittee's rop'-rt wa» concurred in.
A communication from James Ferguson n-k-

ing for reduction of assessment and exemption
from taxation of capital employed ill manuliu-
luring purp >ses, was referred to the Committee
on Finance

Aii a'l entitled an act for tho revision, coJili
cation and amendment of the law- of tho oty >.!
Alexandria was ifeceived from the Bo .rd of Al¬
dermen, tho amendments made by that Board
concurred in, and passed by the following vole
A>ea, Mes.-rs. Rock, Etch berg, Hopkins, Bro-
ders, McEenzie, Downham, Fowle, Risheill,
Claggutt, Hughes, Lucas, fa)vans and .vlr. Presi¬
dent.13 Noes, none.
A communication from James I'. Coleman

asking for a live yearn' lease of the property oc-

cupii a by him at the Fish Wharf, wa* refened
to tho Committee on Public Property.
Tue resolution directing the Superintendent"!

Policy to pave the gutlor on Lhe ea-jt side of Co¬
lumbus street, north of Wolfe, was returned
from the B.»ard of Aldermen, with the action
this Board non-concurre i in and relcrroo to lh<>
Committee on Sireets, and their action w.is con¬

curred in.
The Board then adjourned.
Teste; liAlioLL> SNOWDEN, CPk.

COM.M hiKt'I ^Li.
Alexandria .Market, December'41.'7
FLOLfK, Superfine $(>50 a 7""

Fine 5 uo » 6 ."

Extra 7 75 h 5 - ,

Family 8 70 a ,J

Family choice 25 a .' ;i"

WHEAT, common lu (air 1 h 1 -j"
F-iir to good 1(0 it 1 '?-»

<i«»od io primeI«;5
Prime to choice red 1 7:{

'' I''^ cboiee white 1 "t:i
H I ..

COiiN, white 0 «.y a l» 7"

JM*/*1. U 5b a u;l
lellow.. U 68 a Ut*i

,,?& 0 75 H II1H.I

un i^nL;.'; o 4li Ji 0 ;J>

t>U 11 KK, prune o 30 ft (j

t
Common to middling 0 15 tt 0

5{*£?";v: i)3i » o il

/Uir^- ' T5, 0 15 a 0 15

info*;, .^j?1 <!'*«?sse.J I 01) H ;'j im

,Vm£H,P°TAT0E'S 0 60 a 0M,
ONIONS , 75 j, IM

JJHKHTNUT8 50 a rim
I)rtKSSKD UOG.S 5 50 a 7 "0

UACON, Hams, country 0 II a u 11-.
VVestern 0 J3 tt 0 15

^iiles I) !) a 0 Mj

Shoulder.- o 8J a 0
0 8 a 0 '.}

rijA SI Kli, ground, i>»r ton... 7 50 a 0 <*'

f'round, in baijs or barrels; 'J 5(1 a 0 (»'

Ciruiind, in bugs, ruturnod. 8 50 a 0 0»

Lump 4 75 a iiH

.SALT, O. A. (Liverpool) 1 50 a 1 i'"

..
2:55 a 2 50

WOOL, cummiin unwaabed ... 0 25 a o 2ft

Washed. (J 35 a 0 3»
" Mi rifio, u i Washed (I 25 a (i .>.

Merino, washed 0 35 a 0

HAY, per ton, from the cars... 18 00 a 22 <"

VV hi*at is ("airly active at an advance; oiler-

,ntt- of ¦/.iS' bu-helfl, with ^nlxn of white tt I

and 173 for prime, and of red, at 130, 143 and !.>'

I for common to fair, 155, IG'J, |(j:J and lt£ (.-:

jf"Od, J Ob, 170 and 17,3 lor prime, arid 175 and IT*

for choice; Corn is dull at a decline of 2a3c ;

erintfs of 2444 bu-hels rnixpd, with sales at 5ft.

and 70. Kye is quiet at 85. Oats are sten-ly
offerings of My bushels, with sales at 47, 4* and
484. OJior articles unchanged.

Alkxaviiria Cattle Makkkt, D<?r. 21 -

The'market lor live stock this week has ho<?»

dull, with limited sales of Cattle al 3 tooc, .'.fi
4 tnfu:, H Oi to 7t<- net, and CoWm and Cil'-'"
20 to $50 p.?r head, No. 1 C"WS aud L'alv«s ij>
demand; cornmm and inferiordull and ne^ia*'1'-'

OkoUGKTOWN CaTTLK MAKKKT. 1>'JC. 24 -

The i/tierin^ of Cattle, Sheep and Cows *¦'

Calves were very limited to-day, with very A

buyers present at the yards. Wo 'I'l^1'] .V"1' .

at 3 to 5ic, Sheep 4 lo Cc, and Co)Vs and
20 to SWper head. Market dull and dnut1^
POKT OK ALKXANDK1A, DECKMBKK
HtTN K".SK 7 111 MOON SKT 1° ''

t<UN SKTS.. 4.47 | -

;(!. AKRIVBD.
Srhr McPhee, Petersburg, U>Smoot & I «rr-'

memoranda
«chr E D Endicott, hence, at Providence


